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The State of Gem State ATV

At long last we have reached a point where we thialcan put together a newsletter. We
know it is long overdue. We promise to focus onestéde issues within the Gem State mis-
sion. A number of clubs have excellent newslstigth reports on rides and other local ac-
tivities and we don’t need to duplicate their effor This first issue is going out by email
only but we encourage clubs to forward it on tdrtheembers or print copies for dealers and
other contacts.

Nearly four years ago a group of us, several witkersive experience with the Idaho State
Snowmobile Association, gathered in Lewiston, @iflhaive optimism. We though we
could use that experience and the strength of aklage, well organized clubs to build a
fully functioning statewide ATV organization in aatter of months. Didn’t happen for a lot
of reasons but we're still here and as Mark Twaiid s‘The report of our death has been
greatly exaggerated.”

It is obvious that we still have a ways to go betlave new clubs organizing in Pocatello
and Twin Falls and an established club in Chdliét has joined.

Please consider this also as a call for voluntekrsikes commitment and involvement to
make any organization effective and it is especiatiportant with one just getting off the
ground. We have lots of ideas for future newstetbit it will take more than just the two of
us to make it happen. We also need your feedbaekhat you would like to see in future
issues. . Absent that, this may be the first ast hewsletter.

(-}

: There seems to be general consensus that Idahe aredfective, Statewide organization to
a represent the interest of recreational ATV riderdagislative, regulatory, public land use

= planning and access issues. Only you folks carentdiappen. We can no longer rely on T.
. O. Guy, his obituary appears elsewhere in thisissu

(-}

What is Gem State ATV Association of Idaho?

What Gem State ATV Association is What Gem State is NOT:

GEM STATE ATV ASSOCIATION

Gem State ATV Association is a political We are not a club
umbrella group. We give clubs and individu-

als who are banded together a way to speak We have no rides
as one while dealing with Government bodie

such as Forest Service and BLM. We have no parties

We are all volunteers We do not interfere with your local club

Our main duties are to fight for access and ti
keep what access we have and also to keep
an eye on statewide issues that affect our
sport
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Message from the President

We have finally got a newsletter together and watwa
make sure that you understand what Gem State AF36A
ciation is and isn't.

Gem State ATV Association started when three |atgeh
Idaho ATV Clubs got together and decided that wexled to
form a statewide association to represent all Aiiéns on
issues that will affect our sport. Soon the Whitel ATV
Club joined the association and Brenda Heckmanrbeaaur
treasurer and is holding that position today.

| started out as President and Mike Mallory wastela Vice
President and a short time later | became ill aaditoh step
down and Mike took over as President. About a {etar
Mike changed jobs and his new job didn't allow lemough
time to handle the office. It was then turned deeKaren
Crosby and | was then the Vice President. Soom tiféd
Karen had some problems of her own and that putawk in
the drivers seat. | know this sounds like a soagraput no
one has had a baby or been murdered.

Tom Glass of Boise is our Representative and hdées
working on our by laws which we modeled after ttiaHo
State Snowmobile Association. Please take a lbokiiaby-

Bylaws Update

laws. Among other things, they define the Arestet below.

You can find them on the Website.

« Jim Axtell is the Northern Area Representative.

» Clark Collins of Blue Ribbon fame has joined usas
Representative for the Eastern Idaho area.

* Norm Riddle is the Representative for area two.

» Fred Spense is the Representative for area five.

What we really need is to get clubs and individilm®Ived
if we are to save our sport.

| served for two years as President of the IdalateSEnow-
mobile Association and it is outstanding what thiiganiza-
tion has accomplished by joining together to proteeir
sport. We can do the same if we all band togethena unit.

Larry Waddell - email: Icwaddell@aol.com
Gem State ATV Association President

PS: We are off to Arizona for fun and relaxatiow avill see
you in the spring.

Please take a look at the Bylaws on our websitenat.
gemstateatv.org. We need your ideas and suggssti®y
laws are generally viewed as a necessary evil bt mmn-
profit, volunteer organizations. They are writtenporrowed
and adapted from another organization and revieafel
with a once-over-lightly approach. When adoptesi/tare
then filed away and forgotten. That is until somepoints
out that what you are doing is in violation of yawn by-
laws.

How embarrassing! These are, after
all, the rules that you adopted to gov
ern the conduct of your business.
There may follow a frantic search
through the text looking for a hook ol
which to hang a justification for the
action in question. Amending the by
laws to support what is already done
may follow this.

We started out adapting the snowmobilers’ bylaves do not
provide for club membership and require that h&l olubs’
members must be ISSA members to be an “affiliathal.

organizations.

We later shortened and changed our bylaws to pecidiub
membership at $250 per year. Individual/family slaee $10.

Simple arithmetic raises some interesting questidha club

has 10 members their individual dues would be $46ike

the club dues would be $250, but they do get toenarirec-

tor. A club has to have 25 members to balance ollardwise

and they have a voice on the Board if they optfob mem-
bership.

We certainly don’t want to discourage either indival

Bylaws are generally viewedor club membership and we want to provide all dues

paying members the opportunity to have a voiceoiww h

as a necessary evil by most o, state ATV represents their interests.
non-profit, volunteer

We welcome you thoughts on the dues or other sec-
tions of the Bylaws that concern you. Please $eanh
to Tom Glass, Bylaws Committee Chair at
trg9@hotmail.com or 208-344-9749. For those still
using pony express it is 701 N."L8t., Boise, 83702

Tom Glass - email: trg9@hotmail.com
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Clearwater Area Trail Plans

PLAY (Public Land Access Year-round) representscat
spectrum of out door enthusiasts. One of theippsals is
for a North-South ATV trail connecting the panhandiith
Southern Idaho. The following is a report from D&alatuo-
mini on the status of their plans.

The following is what is happening with the Nortbtgh

trail. Due to the complications of dealing with &taf Idaho
Lands, Potlatch Lands and US Forest Service landshe
length of the trail. Play has decided to pull baoki develop a
trail between Pierce and Weippe for starters. Viéétfeat by
the time we have completed this section we willéhthe
knowledge-legal requirements-easements and a wprkia-
tionship with the landowners that will allow usdontinue on
with the rest of the trail. We are working on gedtia govern-

ment entity to help sponsor us in the initial plsaskobtain-
ing grants, etc that a non-government club canhtio.
Clearwater County-Pierce-Weippe-Orofino and ElkeRiare
very supportive of the idea and plan. The firstilemapped
out but it covers mostly Potlatch land and thig/ere we
need to line all the ducks up in a row and satdffPotlatch’s
requirements for permission-easements-etc. Wedeek this
is accomplished, the rest should be easier. Duhied-S's
(Clearwater and Panhandle Forests) travel planningre
locating trails to go with this plan for future eeénces and
hopefully the trails will be included into theirgsis.

Dave Galantuomini - eamil: dgalatu@syringa.net
P.LA.Y.

Payette National Forest Travel Plan Update

The Payette National Forest Travel Plan FEIS dagiswith
Alternative E we lose 11 miles of roads, 72.2 mites2-
wheel travel and gain 32.7 miles of ATV trail. Tlgsnot

A group met with Rainville and the District Rangeithe
Yellow Pine/Big Creek area to look at areas progdee clo-
sure. Even the District Ranger didn't realize thae of the

true. Adams County requested information
regarding how many miles of roads still
ist on the PNF in their county. After re-
peated unanswered requests for informati
Adams County filed a request under FOIA
and found that 840 miles of road will be
closed to travel just in Adams County. Sol
of the roads are in poor condition, but at
least 425 miles are currently open and stili
very useable. Closure of these roads has not lzlessed in
the Travel Plan. Many are roads that were assbstektlams
County under RS 2477.

roads they drove on were scheduled for closure. It
was also pointed out that some of the roads that
Adams County ... found thatwere used by fire crews this year are only open
840 miles of road will be  Pecause Valley County asserted them earlier.
closed to travel just in AdamsNEPA requires that the Forest Service give full
County. di_sclosure of the proppsed changes and that a
wide range of alternatives be presented. Some
have called the Payette Travel Plan the worst EIS
they have ever seen. Adams County and the Idalte Sta
Snowmobile Association have both stated that theypee-
pared to go to court if there aren’t substantiaraes.

Once the Record of Decision is issued in 2008 wihaie
another opportunity to comment. Your voice doesntou
Your substantive comments are being heard by @al nd
federal representatives.

Representative Bill Sali met with concerned citzénCoun-
cil in November along with aids from Senator Craighd
Governor Otter’s offices to discuss the Travel Riad our
objections to the plan and the plan process. Thamsd
County Court room was filled with a standing roontyo

crowd. Becky Johnstone - email: becky@secesh.net

Route Designation Coming To Town

At this time of year children’s thoughts seem tmttoward
the man in the furry red suit that is coming to mowaded
with gifts and goodies to be found under a tred.\iAit!
Something else is happening too. The Forest Seivialso
bringing something to town in the form of a routsigination

process under the new Motorized Travel Managematd.R

Have you been getting the maps and checking thece tw
find out if the Forest Service is going to be naygir nice? If
not then you had better get busy!
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Route Designation (continued)

In 2005, the Forest Service released the final Mdthicle
Travel Management Rule. It requires that they deites
which roads, trails and areas will be designated/fotor Ve-
hicle use. Anything that is not designated willdbesed. The
Lowman RD and the Cascade RD on the Boise anddhie C
bou National Forest have completed the first versibtheir
Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM) while the rest arellsti
working through the process. If you recreate oridvial For-
est Land, you need to be involved and you needdenstand
the rule.

The rule will effect you if you use a vehicle tccass or recre-
ate on the forest. As motorized visitors to thee$ts, we need
to be telling the Forest Service what routes agoitant to us
and why they are important. We also need to unaledstvhat
it takes to have a sustainable trail so we can $alye some
of the problems that may exist while still presagvbur ac-
cess.

Every ATV club in Idaho should be working with thécal
forest to help keep routes open. Remember: Thedvi®run

Directors Reports

by those that show up. We need to be sure thatevatdahe
meetings and we are writing letters. If we aremvalved in
the process the ability to appeal or litigate theision is lost.
Hopefully we can avoid litigation by influencingetldecisions
being made but we need to be ready if litigationdsessary.

The Forest Service is a lot like a boat. It movethe direc-
tion that it is being pushed. For years it has meshed way
from timber harvest and active forest manageme sy
ronmental organizations. We can see the resuttgeifiorm of
dying forests, larger fires and damaged econorifiesse
same groups are now pushing the Forest Service tonay
allowing Public motorized access to the lands wWeatove.
The only way history won't repeat itself is if wegh back.
We must be involved in the process to developrhi@i Mo-
tor vehicle use maps and we must continue tousfufare
changes and revisions to the designated routessioe that
quality motorized recreation experiences are abksléor our
kids and grandkids. HAPPY INVOLVEMENT!

Tom Crimmins - email: tomcrimmins@yverizon.net

Area6

Gem State ATV is very pleased to welcome the neaddi-
tion to our Board of Directors. President Larry dtlell has
appointed Clark Collins from Pocatello as the Dive@t-
large for the Eastern Idaho Area.

Clark is the founder and retired Executive Direatbthe
Blue Ribbon Coalition. He brings a nationwide rigpion as
a leader and organizer representing the interéstf-ooad
recreation enthusiasts. Under his leadership Bibbon be-
came recognized as a respected national powerlotise
field.

He submitted a comprehensive summary of his clrib&s
this season. The Pocatello Trail Machine Assoaidliad a
very full schedule with rides in virtually every palar riding
area south and east of Salmon, many that includédmork
and clean up. His full report will be available the website.

His report on PTMA'’s organizational issues anddasision
to become a part of Gem State ATV is below.

On September 13th Clark Collins and Paul Palmeerep
sented the Pocatello Trail Machine Association ()Mt an
Idaho Trail Machine Association (ITMA) Board meegim
Boise . One of the hot topics at the meeting wagjtiestion

of whether or not ITMA would represent the integest ATV
riders as well as motorcycle riders. At the ITMAatet Ride in
July it was announced that ITMA would not repres&ht/
riders, but single track users only. Paul and Chadde an
effort to get the Board members at the Boise mgétire-
verse that decision. A final vote on this issue deferred
until an ITMA Board conference call scheduled favgm-
ber 15th, but has since been postponed. Both duCkark
came away from the Boise meeting with the feellrag it
was very unlikely that ITMA leadership would reveithe
July decision.

On returning from Boise, Clark contacted other PTMad-
ers about ITMA’s position. The prevailing view st it was
more important for PTMA to stay united than to coné
their long standing affiliation with ITMA. PTMA mebers
contacted feel we should continue to welcome aptesent
the interests of both motorcycle and ATV riderstidg pre-
sent time PTMA has more ATV rider members than muyto
cle riders, but everyone agrees that we need t& watrany
differences and present a united front to our lmashagers
and politicians.

GEM STATE ATV ASSOCIATION SOUTHEAST IDAHO
REPRESENTATIVE
On October 8th the President of the Gem State ABYo&ia-
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Area 6 (continued)

tion, Larry Waddell made a presentation to a sgallp of State ATV, with the Montpelier District of the Claou NF to
PTMA members at Clark & Rita Collins’ house. Gerat8tis compliment them on their excellent ATV trail impements
organized primarily to represent ATV riders in lamgk issues  and user information. The District has their ovailtcat and
around the state. Larry explained that Gem Stagady has a  have been doing a lot of ATV trail improvementshwiit The
large membership in Northern Idaho and some repre- Montpelier District also has an excel-
sentation in the Boise area. They are hoping tlbui lent downloadable trail system book in
membership in other parts of the state. Several RTN The Montpelier District also 8 ¥2 X 11 format so you can print it
members, contacted on short notice about the ngget out on a regular printer. For additional
joined at $10 per family. Clark Collins agreed ®the information about trails in Southeast
Southeast Idaho Director for the Association anef®  downloadable trail system Idaho contact Clark Collins at
resent them on land use issues in this area. brclark@sharetrails.org or on his cell
book ... phone at 251-9937.

has an excellent

Collins has since communicated, on behalf of Gem

Fish & Game Plan to affect ATVs

The Idaho Fish & Game Department has issued their p
posed plan for the management of wolves as ganmesési
and also revised their plan for the managementuié meer.

—
——

Big Game /| Upland Gama [

Idaho ATVers, both recreational riders and hunteegd to
Big Game  Upland Game « Dec. 148 [ ]

carefully review these proposed plans and make tosi-
cerns know through the review process. The agenag-
cepting written comments and will schedule pubbatings
in the coming weeks.

Both the wolf and mule deer plans are availablsvaiv.
fishandgame.idaho.gov at F&G offices or by call2i-334-
3700

Writing about the mule deer plan the following isoted from
a Nov 23 article in the Idaho Statesman.

ATV USE

“The plan also addresses ATV use, which has ineckfige
fold since the 1980s and is the most common comiptai
hunters. The plan recognizes that there is a segofieleer
hunters who rely on ATVs because they are ‘getbidgr and
less physically capable of extended hikes.” Ib @tes that
‘not all hunter enjoy ATVs.’

“F&G will use the motorized vehicle rule judicioydb en-
sure a balance of experiences” the plan states”.
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Why Do We Need A Statewide ATV Organization (an Editorial)

The views expressed here are those of the autltbmeay or
may not reflect the current or future position @ State
ATV Association on issues discussed.

To answer this question we need to look no furtiamk than
spring and summer 2006. The Idaho Transportatiepalt-
ment started drafting a Bill to be introduced ia 2007 Leg-
islature to clean up the confusion concerning itenking of
ATVs and their use on State and other roads. Tiekypot
involve ATVers or the Department of Parks & Reci@athat
manages ATV and other OHV programs until about &gsd
before the Session. Parks & Rec got the wordmAMyY
clubs around the State and scheduled meetings tome.
The response virtually overwhelmed the draftersvegal
amendments were put forth and after a period ehsg nego-
tiations the Bill passed the House but was helthbySenate
Transportation Committee.

The lesson should be obvious. A reasoned, artealau-
ment from a few interested parties can kill a BHaving
played the role of objector on snowmobile issuesr dlve
years, | know it works. To craft and pass a Bikds organi-
zation, involvement, cooperation, planning and campse.
At least as important, to make sure all these ettsrare
brought to bear, it takes time.

The old saw about those who refuse to learn fragtohy
seems to fit here. The Legislature comes to towabiout a
month. There are at least two efforts underwagradt ATV
Bills, neither of which has been reduced to writingsome
ATVers up north are working with their Legislatdaesdraft a
Bill to address some issues of vital concern tonthét the
same time, the Sheriff's Association is workinghwiepre-
sentatives from this corner of the State and saoal IAT-
Vers to draft a Bill dealing with licensing and lanforce-
ment issues. Based on the bits of informationvehzeen

Boulder-White Clouds Wilderness

able to glean from several sources, | doubt ifl sapport
either of these efforts although each may includeesprovi-
sions that | like.

Although my crystal ball is always cloudy it seeliksly that
when the details become know ATVers and other éstgpar-
ties will again inundate their Legislators with ariety of ob-
jections and these efforts too will fail.

Absent major incidents, such as well publicizedicges ATV
accidents or resource damage we can probably centitis
approach for several years while our numbers aadeal or
imagined problems blamed on ATVs continue to graven-
tually, we will probably get a law we don't likevfe don't
get our act together. We need to reach the poietevive can
sponsor or co-sponsor legislation and other estére re-
sponding to our proposals rather than the revéise.ldaho
snowmobilers do this and we can too. We have adodbe
same experts and advisors and we far outnumber. them

How do Idaho ATVers become a major player in thiscp
ess? | suggest we start with the first two elesésted
above, organization and involvement. The basictire of a
statewide organization is in place. Ideally, nestreational
ATV riders in Idaho would belong to such an orgatian or
be a member of a club that does. We have the paitém be
a powerhouse in the politics of motorized recreatind pub-
lic land access if we don't fritter our energy awayersonal-
ity conflicts and turf battles.

Designing an organization is fairly easy. Fillimgvith mem-
bers willing to give it life and direction is theugh part. The
membership application is on the website. Willlvear the
stampede of Idaho ATVers signing up or the thunmigsi-
lence of apathy? It's your call.

Tom Glass - email: trg9@hotmail.com

The picture to the right was taken in August 1973n area
now proposed as part of the Boulder-White Cloudklgvi
ness. This was a mining exploration camp on Baké&e at
the foot of Castle Peak. The camp was set upR&KRCO
mining company. The mining camp is gone now,thet
bridge and bulldozed road remain. You can read this
came about at http://www.wildwhiteclouds.org/
news_mining_castlepeak.html. My question is hbis fits
in the wilderness concept... The area is definitely
‘trammeled’ by man yet is included in the “wildessé desig-
nation (untrammeled by man). | also recall a calmwn-
stream from Willow Lake. Ron Stricklin
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August 1973
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GEM STATE ATV ASSOCIATION

OF IDAHO

Title
Membership Applications & contributions to: .
Gem State ATV Association President
Brenda Heckman, Treasurer
P.O. Box 53 Secretary
White Bird, ID 83554

Treasurer

Newsletter articles or Association questions to:
Gem State ATV Association

Attn. Tom Glass

1810 W. State St. #108

Boise, ID 83702

The Gem State ATV Association works to support Area 4 Director

positive ATV legislation and regulations.

Area 5 Director

Area 1 Director
Area 2 Director

Area 3 Director

Officers & Directors

Name email

Larry Waddell Icwaddell@aol.com
Edie Riddle

Brenda Heckman eanda@wildblue.net
Jim Axtell axtelljs@verizon.net
Norm Riddle

Tom Glass trg9@hotmail.com
Pending

Fred Spence faspence@qwest.net

Area 6 Director  Clark Collins brclark@sharetrails.org
Newsletter Ron Stricklin newsletter@gemstateatv.org
We're on the Web!

www.gemstateatv.org

; Pl
ATV Rider on the Danskin Trails near Boise

Challis, Idaho—ATV Friendly

ATV Riders on the dunes at St. Anthony

Gary Kimble, President of the Challis ATV club juist
formed us that the Challis City Council has passe®rdi-
nance to allow ATVs to travel on their city streetopies of

Sad News

the Ordinance are available from him at <fishon&erel.
net> if you would like to propose something similayour
town.

It is with great sadness that we report
the death of a Charter Member and
long-time willing worker. T. O.
(THE OTHER ) GUY, known
to all of us as “Old T.O.”
passed away quietly in his
sleep last week. During his
long involvement with our or-
ganization he has served in
every office and chaired every
committee. Cause of death is n
know but it is suspected that he
succumbed to the weight of the
responsibilities that were heapet 7xe other Guy feaving town.

upon him.

N

T.0.’s name was always
mentioned whenever there
was a job to be done. Prior
to our last election the
Chair of the Nominat-
ing Committee who is
responsible for finding
candidates for our or-
ganization’s officer and
Director positions, told us that
Old T.O.’s name was
suggested for every

job. He will be sorely missed and with
his passing we must all put forth extra
effort to help pick up the load.

Editors note...

T.0.’s nephew, Some One-else has
been missing for the past 2 years. Ru-
mor has it he got a job working for the
Idaho Conservation League.



