
The Snake River trail machine rider’s assoc. 
started out in the mid 1960’s with a group of 
people on two wheelers. Over the years it as 
gone from the old tote goats to the newer mo-
torcycles and ATV’s. The club is based out of 
the Mini Cassia area in south central Idaho. 
We have a paid membership of between 75 
and 100. These memberships are family based 
so the number of machines is actually higher. 
We meet on the third Wednesday of each 
month at the City of Heyburn Police depart-
ment. As with most groups we spend a lot of 
time trying to work with the BLM and Forest 
service on the travel plans. 
 
Because of our location our rides are some-
times in the vicinity of lands administered by 
the National Park Service (Craters of the 
Moon) or the Bureau of Reclamation (Lake 
Walcott Recreation Area) and we try to main-

tain a positive relationship with their represen-
tatives.  
  
We publish a newsletter that includes a sched-
ule and reports with pictures of our rides.  Our 
members are quite often looking for new 
places to ride and would like to exchange 
newsletters with any clubs that are interested. 
Our email address is:  
tricondo@pmt.org 
Current officers are as followed. 
 
President: Mike Ricondo  
Vice President: Lauerl Osterhout 
Sec/ Tres: Julie Fairchild 
Committee members Bob Bean ,Lanny Car-
lisle, Gary Hollinger, Jerry Kriegh, Kelly Os-
terhout, Fred Spence, Manard Wall, Kenny 
Wells 

Club Profile 
Snake River Trail Machine Riders Association 
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Legislative Doings  by Tom Glass 
The Legislature convened early in January.  
For a few months prior to that there were a 
number of proposals and rumors floating 
around concerning possible Bills that would 
affect ATV use in Idaho.  One of these, spon-
sored by the Idaho Transportation Department 
would add the Federal Highway Vehicle 
Safety Standards to the Idaho Code.  The ra-
tionale was that not having these Standards in 
place would jeopardize the availability of Fed-
eral funds, which are a substantial part of the 
ITD budget.  It was the only one in Bill form 
and was introduced early in the Session as HB 

365.   
 
ITD had assured us that it would have no im-
pact on the licensing of ATVs and from their 
standpoint this is probably true.  The Bill still 
allowed for the sale of a motorcycle plate for 
ATVs with a limiting statement on the Regis-
tration Form.  However, in our view the Bill 
was internally inconsistent, as it appeared ille-
gal to use such a plate on vehicles that did not 
meet the Federal Standards. 
 
There was also a draft of a proposal crafted by 

Presidents Corner 2 

Adopt-a-Ranger 3 

Call from a Trail 
Manager 

4 

Board meeting 
notes 

5 

Dues Duly Due 6 

USFS Policy on-
Rec. Wilderness 

7 

Stupid Hurts Eve-
rybody 

8 

Of  Boards and  
Bureaucracies  

8 

��������	������
���

�
������
���������
����������

· What’s up with new 
ATV laws? 

· Checkout SRTMRA 

· Adopt-a-Ranger, treat 
him/her like family 

· What’s up with the 
board? 

· USFS on recom-
mended Wilderness. 

· Stupid hurt and may 
kill our sport. 
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several Sheriffs working with one of 
their local legislators that would increase 
ATV/OHV registration, require a 
”Restricted” license plate and earmark 
money for law enforcement and search 
and rescue.   It would also have allowed 
us to designate the County where we 
wished a portion of our registration fee to 
be allocated.  It was redrafted several 
times and we provided comments twice, 
first through the Boise ATV club and 
again through IDPR.  In both instances 
we were asked not to circulate it, as it 
was a rough draft work-in-progress.    
 
On January 19th Representative JoAn 
Wood, Chair of the House Transportation 
and Defense Committee convened an 
informal meeting of Legislators, users, 
sheriffs and other interested parties.   In 
the discussion it appeared that H365 had 
enough momentum to become law and it 
has.   We had a fairly wide-ranging dis-
cussion on what we liked and didn’t like 
about various issues.  It is certainly worth 
noting that Frank Axtell from North 
Idaho ATV Club in Coeur d’ Alene and 
Ron Hood from High Country ATV Club 
in Wallace along with Tom Crimmins 
from Hayden made important contribu-
tions to the discussion.   
 
Several of us mentioned that the Idaho 
Recreation Council voted to bring to-
gether representatives of all interested 
groups to draft a comprehensive Bill ad-

dressing ATV/OHV issues for the ’09 
Legislature.  
 
Using information from this meeting and 
earlier input from a variety of interested 
parties. Chairman Wood and two mem-
bers of her Committee, Representatives 
Wills from Glenns Ferry and Hagedorn 
from Meridian crafted a narrowly drawn 
Bill to address matters of immediate con-
cern for this year.  It provides for a black 
and white, “Restricted” plate at a cost of 
$3 good seven years.  A smaller sticker 
would replace the Current Parks & Rec-
reation OHV sticker to be put on the 
plate with the color changing each year.  
The plate and initial OHV sticker would 
be purchased 
from a County 
Assessor and 
subsequent re-
newals from 
any IDPR au-
thorized ven-
dor.  It was 
introduced in 
the House as H 
602. 
 
The Bill also 
provides that 
all roads not under the jurisdiction of 
ITD would be open to travel by vehicles 
with the new plate unless closed by the 
responsible County or Highway/Road 
District.   It did eliminate a reference in 

the current Code to roads on State or 
Federal lands.  Working with Chairman 
Wood we suggested amendment lan-
guage that would continue to allow these 
land managers to cite the Idaho Code in 
route designation decisions.   The 
amended Bill passed the House by a 
comfortable margin and was referred to 
the Senate Transportation Committee.   
 
We urged the Chairman, Senator John 
McGee  to schedule a Hearing where we 
presented testimony and the Bill was sent 
to the full Senate with a ‘do pass’ recom-
mendation.   It passed 21 to 14 on March 
28th.  Senators McGee and Broadsword 
did an excellent job in supporting their 
favorable votes but watching the debate 
it was apparent that some of those dis-
senting did not really understand the pur-
pose of the Bill.  In the future, we must 
do a better job informing Legislators, not 
on the relevant Committees, of our con-
cerns. 
 
The Bill was signed by the Governor to 
be effective July 1, 2008.  The new li-
cense plate will not be available until 
about January 1, 2009.  ITD has advise 
us that motorcycle plate sold or renewed 
for ATVs with the limiting statement on 
the registration form will be valid until it 
expires.  

whether you know me or not, about my 
plans for Gem State ATV Association.  
 
During my years with the BlueRibbon 
Coalition I was involved in helping to 
update Idaho’s OHV program in the 
State Legislature. That update has re-
sulted in millions of additional funding 
for Idaho’s trails. I was also involved in 
the national effort that resulted in the es-

After almost twenty years having to write 
a monthly Executive Director’s Column 
for BlueRibbon Magazine I now find 
myself writing another column as Presi-
dent of the Gem State ATV Association. 
I probably won’t do a column every 
month, but I would like to use this space 
to introduce myself to Gem State mem-
bers who don’t know me well. I would 
also like to inform all the members, 

tablishment of the Recreational Trails 
Program (RTP). That program, estab-
lished legislatively with the help of Idaho 
Senators Steve Symms and his successor 
Dirk Kempthorne, has provided over 
$636 million for trails nationwide and 
over $10 million for Idaho trails since its’ 

President’s Corner by Clark L. Collins 

Legislative Doings (cont.)  by Tom Glass 
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Clark pondering access is-
sues... 
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establishment in 1991.  
 
My plans for Gem State ATV Associa-
tion include working with ATV groups 
statewide to make Gem State into a uni-
fied statewide ATV association with a 
stronger voice in land use matters that 
affect our recreation access. The issues 
that face ATVers in Idaho will require 
that we speak with one voice to land 
managers and other recreation access de-

cision makers. 
 
After working for nearly twenty years on 
access issues throughout the nation, I 
really look forward to focusing my en-
ergy on Idaho issues only, We re very 
lucky to have a beautiful state with many 
opportunities to enjoy that beauty on our 
ATVs. I’ve been involved in helping pre-
serve recreational access since the early 
seventies. Those opportunities are there 

through the hard work and perseverance 
of OHV activists throughout the state, 
not through luck alone.  
 
Once we get the Statewide ATV Asso-
ciation established I’ll get back to you 
with my plans for getting ATVers state-
wide more organized and more effective 
with our access preservation and en-
hancement efforts. Thanks for your will-
ingness to be a part of the team.   

President’s Corner (cont.) by Clark L. Collins 

officer but they don’t have to be. The 
important thing is that there be consis-
tency in the relationship and the respon-
sibility should stay with the individual 
and not change as officers change. This 
spokesman will serve as a conduit of in-

formation between the 
manager and club. The 
spokesman should, of 
course, take club offi-
cers with them to meet-
ings whenever it is pos-
sible. 
 

The first meeting should be scheduled by 
calling and setting up an appointment. 
The focus of the first meeting should be a 
general introductory session and should 
not focus on any specific or current is-
sues. This is the time to introduce your-
self and your group. It is the time to men-
tion your issues and perhaps the ways 
you might be able to help. This is also 
the time to LISTEN to their issues and 
concerns and objectives. Later you may 
be able to structure your proposals to 
meet both your objectives and theirs. 
 
There are some basic tips to remember as 
you work to build a positive relationship: 
·     Relationships are built on trust and 

understanding 
o Be straight forward and honest 

100% of the time 
o If you don’t know an answer, 

say so, then find out 
o If you receive information pro-

tect your source 
o If you get conflicting informa-

tion don’t try to play one 
source against another 

o Don’t attack people inside or 
outside the agency 

o Be ready to provide support 
when it is needed 

o If you make promises - Keep 
them 

 
Even with positive relationships, you 
probably won’t get everything you want. 
When that happens, try to find out why 
the decision went the way it did and 
work to make the next one better. Don’t 
go into the attack mode and don’t 
threaten anyone. If you need to challenge 
decisions keep it professional and not 
personal. Remember: It is hard to re-
build burnt bridges 

I would hope that everyone is at least 
aware of the Adopt-a-Trail concept. This 
is where a group or club makes an agree-
ment with a management agency to care 
for and work on a specific trail or trail 
segment. There work results in an im-

proved trail and improved experiences 
for their group and all others who use the 
trail. 
 
Another concept that groups or clubs 
should consider is applying the “Adopt-
a” principle to land managers. By work-
ing closely with the land managers and 
by developing a one-on- one relationship, 
trust is developed, the exchange of infor-
mation is improved and the enthusiasts 
will get better decisions and have better 
experiences.  
 
So, how do you get started? First, the 
club must identify the individual that will 
serve as the primary contact and who can 
speak for the club.  The selected individ-
ual should be easy to get along with and 
should be knowledgeable of the issues 
the club is facing. They may be a club 

Adopt-a-Ranger 
Developing Relationships that Work by Tom Crimmins 
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While it is still fresh in my mind, I want 
to tell you folks about a call I 
got just a few hours ago. 
 
Maury Young, the forest service person 
in charge of the trail work on the 
Montpelier District of the Caribou NF 
called to thank me for a letter I had 
written to the district last fall. The Mont-
pelier District has been doing a 
lot of trail work with an older trail tractor 
they have on the district. 
After riding several of the trails they had 
worked on, and one that was 
still being worked on, I decided that they 
needed an “atta-boy.” Rather 
than just call the District Ranger I de-
cided to write a 
letter. I knew that 
something in 
writing would be 
more useful than 
a phone call.  
The file copy of 
my letter disap-
peared in a com-
puter crash so I 
can’t share it but 
I do want to 
share the good 
news about what 
the district is doing with it. 
 
In dealing with our land managers we 

often forget to tell them what they 
are doing right. A few well placed “atta-
boys” can accomplish a lot more 
than a lawsuit. BRC has built a reputa-
tion as the recreation organization 
with the “big stick” and sometimes that is 
what is needed. The foundation 
on which BRC was built, however, was 
based more on nurturing positive 
relationships than on punishing those re-
sponsible for negative ones. 
 
As the recently appointed SE Idaho Di-
rector of the Gem State ATV Assn. this 
letter was my first official correspon-
dence. In the letter I listed the 
trails that had been worked on by number 
and also their popular names. I 
congratulated them on the excellent work 
they had done. Their trails really 
are great! The district also has a detailed 
trail guide available 
for 
downloading from 
their website that can 
be printed in booklet 
format on 
regular size paper. I 
complemented them 
on the user friendly 
information 
they provide. In the 
course of the letter I 
also pointed out a 

few trail 
sections that were in need of improve-
ments due to user safety concerns. 
 
Maury’s call was to let me know that the 
district was using my letter to 
help document public support for more 
trail improvement funding. He also 
appreciated my pointing out the areas 
needing improvements and indicated 
they would be addressed next season. 
Needless to say, his call really made 
my day. After all those years dealing 
with issues around the country, it’s 
great getting back to just working in my 
own back yard again. 
 
Please feel free to share this information 
with others and/or use it in any 
way for the good of our sports. 

Things Learned The Hard Way Submitted by Carl Bloomquist 

Call From A Trail Manager by Clark Collins 
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3. There is a very fine line between 
"hobby" and "mental illness." 

 
4. People who want to share their reli-
gious views with you almost never want 
you to share yours with them. 

 
5. You should not confuse your career 
with your life. 
 
6. Nobody cares if you can't dance well. 
Just get up and dance. 
 
7. Never lick a steak knife. 
 
8. The most destructive force in the uni-

1. Never, under any circumstances, take a 
sleeping pill and a laxative on the same 
night. 

2. If you had to identify, in one word, the 
reason why the human race has not 
achieved, and never will achieve, its full 
potential, that word would be "meetings." 

�	���������#��$�����������"��!����/	�""$/�����/���� �����������/��



���
��������
��&� �����0�

verse is gossip. 
 
9. You will never find anybody who can 
give you a clear and compelling reason 
why we observe daylight savings time. 
 
10. You should never say anything to a 
woman that even remotely suggests that 
you think she's pregnant unless you can 
see an actual baby emerging from her at 
that moment. 
 

11. There comes a time when you should 
stop expecting other people to make a big 
deal about your birthday. That time is 
age eleven. 
 
12. The one thing that unites all human 
beings, regardless of age, gender, relig-
ion, economic status or ethnic back-
ground, is that, deep down inside, we 
ALL believe that we are above average 
drivers. 
 

13. A person, who is nice to you, but 
rude to the waiter, is not a nice person. 
(This is very important. Pay attention. It 
never fails.) 
 
14. Your friends love you anyway. 
 
15. Never be afraid to try something new. 
Remember that a lone amateur built the 
Ark. A large group of professionals built 
the Titanic. 
 

Things Learned The Hard Way (cont) Submitted by Carl Bloomquist 

Tom expressed disappointment at the 
general lack of interest from organ-
ized ATV clubs given the obvious 
need for a statewide ATV political 
organization.  The first newsletter re-
sulted in strong statements of interest 
and support from IDPR and the Fed-
eral and State land management 
agencies but little or no interest from 
organized social and riding clubs.  

Both said they had 
discussed recom-
mending that we dis-
solve the organiza-
tion and disperse the 
treasury to other 
like-minded organi-

zations.   
 
There was a general discussion that 
resulted in a consensus that we don’t 
want to quit and Clark said he would 
serve as President.  Fred said he 
would be able to devote more time to 
the organization and Ron and Tom 
said they would continue to publish 
an occasional email newsletter.  
Clark said he will need a lot of back-
ground information to get up to speed 
and we also need to fill vacant Direc-
tors spots.  We also discussed the 
possibility of trying to schedule well-

publicized regional meetings around 
the State to increase interest and 
membership. 
 
Tom briefed the group on pending 
legislation. He and Larry reported 
that the Idaho Recreation Council 
plans to convene a task force to draft 
a comprehensive Bill for the ’09 Ses-
sion to address ATV/OHV license 
and access issues.  The initial plan 
was to ask IDPR to host and fund the 
project but upon further reflection 
they decided it would be better for 
the users to sponsor the effort.  There 
will be some costs involved and the 
group voted to allocate up to $2000 
to help cover expenses involved.  
There followed a general discussion 
concerning reimbursement of officers 
and directors for expenses involved 
in representing Gem State.  Tom will 
submit a draft reimbursement policy 
for consideration by the Board.  
 
We also discussed the current dues 
structure and considered several al-
ternatives but decided to leave it un-
changed.  
 
Ron Stricklin reported that the web-
site will be current when he adds the 

Attendance: 
 
*Larry Waddell, President 
*Brenda Heckman, Treasurer 
*Clark Collins, Director at large 
*Jim Axtell, Director at large 
*Fred Spense, Director at large  
*Jerry Kimble, President, Custer 
Trail Riders  
Ron Stricklin 
Sandra Mitchell 
Stan Mai 
Tom Glass 
 
* Voting member of the BoD 
 
Treasurer reported a current balance 
of $6248 with checks for one Club 
membership and one individual 
membership not yet deposited - 
bringing available funds to $6508.  
Board approved reimbursing Larry 
Waddell $181 for expenses to attend 
the meeting of the Idaho Recreation 
Council.  This leaves a current bal-
ance of $6327. 
 
The Future of Gem State 
 
Larry said he had agreed to serve as 
President only until March 1st and 
submitted his resignation.  He and 

February 25th, 2008 

Gem State ATV Association Teleconference Board meeting 
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link to PLAY, a broad based recrea-
tion advocacy group in Orofino. 
 
At the meeting last April they se-
lected a Logo and Fred Spense 
emailed a color sample developed by 

a Burley print shop.  He will work 
with them to see if it is suitable for a 
cap as well as a patch. 
 
Finally, the Board voted to join the 
Blue Ribbon Coalition as an organi-

zation and authorized the $100 dues. 
 
The teleconference lasted about 90 
minutes and ended with a general 
Thank You to Blue Ribbon Coalition 
for the use of their conference line. 

February 25th, 2008 

Gem State ATV Association Teleconference Board meeting (cont.) 

ganization so we don’t overload our 
volunteers. 

They are giving their time but we 
cannot expect them to also bear the 
expenses involved with these activi-
ties.  Two recent examples offer a 
glimpse of what is involved.  Past 
president Larry Waddell traveled 
from Coeur d’ Alene to Boise to rep-
resent Gem State at a meeting of the 
Idaho Recreation Council where a 
decision was made that will affect 
future ATV legislation.  The cost 
$181, a bargain because he shared a 
Motel 6 room with another represen-
tative.  Later the St. Maries Forest 

Service office asked him to line up 
some local ATVers to attend a 
scheduled meeting on travel plan-
ning.  This involved two 90-mile 
round-trips to St. Maries.  With fuel 
at $3 a gallon this is hardly petty 
cash.  During the recent Board 
meeting we also allocated up to 
$2000 to help underwrite the costs 

associated with drafting ATV legisla-
tion we can support. 

 
The Backcountry ATV Association of 
Athol was one of the clubs that got 
Gem State started.  With the prob-
lems that confronted us they let their 
dues lapse.  They are now making 
plans to host an ATV Rally in Coeur 

d’ Alene in late June and when they 
realized that they needed to stay in-
volved with Gem State their budget 
was already fully committed.  They 
put out a call to their members for 
help.  Copied below is a paragraph 
from their most recent newsletter. 
THANKS A LOT 

I would like to again thank everyone 
that had made the donation to help 
with the Gem State Dues.  It makes it 
a lot easier to make ends meet when 
we have members that are willing to 
step up when the time comes.  The 
dues have been paid, and we even 
had a few dollars left over to put into 
our contingency funds.  Again, thank 
you all.  Richard Lambert, President. 

That’s it folks.  We aren’t yet to 
the point where we can undertake 
major fund raising activities so 
for the foreseeable future, Dues 
are the lifeblood of Gem State 
ATV Association.  The Member-
ship application is on the Website 
and is also reprinted on the last 
page of this newsletter.  As we 
said in the last newsletter, this 
train is moving. We need your 
continuing support to keep it 
moving and to help decide the di-
rections we should take.                                                                              

Unless you signed up as a new mem-
ber or member club between Novem-
ber 1, 2007 and March 31, 2008 your 
dues are due on April 1st.   Annual in-
dividual/family dues are $10 and 
Club dues are $250. 

What do you get for your money?  
You get the opportunity to get emails 
and other information from many 
sources to keep you informed on mat-
ters affecting your ability to enjoy 
your ATV.   Most importantly, you 
get the benefit of some of your fellow 
riders willing to volunteer their time 
to represent the interests of all Idaho 
ATV riders. 

To do this they are 
involved in a wide 
variety of activities.  
These range from 
meetings with local 
clubs and land 
managers and 
reading and com-
menting on Forest 
Plans or similar proposals to travel-
ing to Boise to make sure the inter-
ests of their local clubs are consid-
ered by decision makers.  It is an 
open-ended job that can easily con-
sume all the volunteer representa-
tive’s free time.   Thus it is important 
that we build some depth into this or-

Dues Are Duly Due 
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nesses’.  Lacking Congressional action 
on the Forest Service’s recommenda-
tions, these administratively created 
wildernesses will be managed as such 
in perpetuity.  What the wilderness ad-
vocates couldn’t get through Congress 
they can now achieve, with the help of 
the Forest Service, through forest plan-
ning. 
 
In our opinion, the measure of whether 
or not to allow an activity in a recom-
mended wilderness should be its poten-
tial to compromise future designation; 
motorized/mechanized uses, such as 
snowmobiling and mountain biking, 
could be allowed.  In the past, this is 
the way RWA’s were actually man-
aged and this approach is consistent 
with current National Forest Service 
Policy.  That lands used for years by 
motorized/mechanized recreationists 
still qualify for wilderness provides 
eloquent testimony that restrictions on 
those uses are unfounded. 
 
The motorized community has been 
told repeatedly that we should 
‘embrace this policy’ because the for-
ests of Region One will be re-
evaluating the appropriateness of RWA 
status.  If, for example, there was a 
high to moderate level of non-
compatible use, then the RWA could 
be dropped or its boundary modified.  
We were even supplied with an exam-
ple of the ‘criteria’ to be used in mak-
ing suitability determinations; these 
were mostly subjective and, in some 
cases, irrelevant to the area’s qualifica-
tion as congressionally designated wil-
derness.  Other very relevant issues 
were ignored.  These criteria, like the 
policy itself, were developed without 
public involvement or disclosure 
through the NEPA process. 
 
If the policy provided that all those ar-
eas where we ride were to be taken out 
of RWA status then it would work to 
our benefit.  The ringer is that the it 

Forest Service Policies On Rec-
ommended Wilderness 
 
Editors Note:  As you know, Idaho is 
split between two Forest Service Re-
gions.  The policy in Southern Idaho is 
somewhat more user-friendly.  For ex-
ample, the recommended Wilderness in 
the Boulder White-Clouds is open to 
snowmobiling,  has several single-track 
trails for mountain bikes and trail mo-
torcycles and some primitive roads 
open to ATVs.  This article describes 
the more restrictive policy in force in 
Northern Idaho. 
 
Region 1 Policy On Recom-
mended Wilderness Areas (Rwa) 
 
The Forest Service’s Region One, also 
called the Northern Region, encom-
passes 25 million acres of land and 
spreads over 5 states.  It has 12 national 
forests, including North Idaho’s Pan-
handle, Clearwater and Nez Perce, all 
managed out of Region One’s head-
quarters in Missoula, Montana.  The 
current Regional Forester, Tom 
Tidwell, replaced Gail Kimball who is 
now Chief of the Forest Service. 
 
We are told that in the late 1990’s Re-
gion One, under the leadership of Act-
ing Regional Forester Brad Powell, de-
veloped a policy for RWAs that re-
quired them to be managed essentially 
as wilderness by eliminating uses in-
compatible with legislated wilderness.  
In other words, if it couldn’t exist in 
designated wilderness, it wouldn’t be 
allowed in RWAs.  The new Region 
One policy did not immediately elimi-
nate non-compatible uses but instead 
set the stage to get it done through For-
est and Travel Planning. 
 
Region One’s policy calling for man-
agement of RWAs as wilderness has 
essentially created a large system of 
‘administratively designated wilder-

also provides a third option, telling 
managers that that they can “pursue a 
non-motorized/non-mechanized ap-
proach to management of the area 
through travel planning.”  Our experi-
ence to date indicates that managers are 
reluctant to drop RWA’s or modify 
their boundaries, instead embracing the 
third option, closure.  They know that 
the wilderness advocates will fight 
tooth and nail to keep every acre of 
RWA they now have and continue to 
push for more. 
 
It is absolutely essential that we be ac-
tive and involved in all Forest Planning 
and Travel Planning in Region One.  
We must clearly outline where we ride 
and lay out all the reasons why those 
areas should not be designated as 
RWAs.  We must challenge the criteria 
they use in making suitability determi-
nations and make sure their evaluations 
are accurate, complete and relevant. 
 
The good news is and, seriously, there 
is good news, the snowmobile commu-
nity has successfully convinced the 
staff of Montana’s Beaverhead-
Deerlodge Forest to remove an area 
known as Mt. Jefferson from RWA 
status.  This was accomplished because 
of demonstrable high use of Mount Jef-
ferson by snowmobilers from across 
the nation and the importance of its ac-
cess to the region’s economic stability.  
It can be done but it isn’t easy.  But 
have we ever found anything involving 
protection of our rights to be easy? 
 

Forest Service Policies On Recommended Wilderness  
by Sandra Mitchell 
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One of the most memorable OHV ads 
I have seen is from Honda.  It showed 
a selection of their products, not as 
we’ve come to expect from so many 
similar ads, trashing the countryside 
or tearing through the mud. Rather 
they are shown in an attractive setting 
and superimposed on the ad is an 
oversized Band-Aid emblazoned with 
the words, STUPID HURTS. The 
message from Honda comes through 
loud and clear, “Use our machines in 
an unsafe or irresponsible manner 
and you may well cause pain to your 
body, your bank account or both.” 
 
I hope I’m not infringing on a copy-
right when I expand on this to say 
Stupid Hurts Everybody.  It’s stupid 
and hurts your kids when you demon-
strate by your actions that it’s okay to 
ignore closures or when you allow 
four or five of them to pile on an 
ATV or ride without helmets.  It’s 
stupid when you and your friends 
trash a muddy hillside.  It just one 

little track, doesn’t hurt anyone and 
you can’t figure out who to blame 
when it’s closed.  Must be those 
damn bureaucrats!  Sorry friend it 
hurts us all.  It’s stupid when you use 
an ATV as a mobile baby sitter in a 
campground or cut cookies in a park-
ing lot or road.  How could that hurt 
anybody?  When you meet 
a group on horseback they 
may not remember you if 
you pull to the side and let 
them pass but you’ll leave 
a lasting impression if you 
go blasting by and spook 
their stock.  Yeah, that’s 
stupid and painful too.  
The list is endless and 
could go on and on.   
 
A part of the problem is that we are 
all, at least to some degree, selec-
tively stupid.  For example, An ATV 
owner who would never think of 
leaving a campfire unattended or go 
hunting without a license may see 

nothing wrong in going around a 
locked gate or into a closed area to 
retrieve downed game.  That one dim 
track becomes Invitation Trail to the 
next riders. 
 
Ron White, a stand-up comic on the 
Redneck Comedy Tour has a routine 

titled “You Can’t Fix Stu-
pid.”  It’s up to all of us to 
prove he’s wrong.  Like it 
or not, every time any one 
of us fires up our ATV we 
automatically appoint our-
selves as a traveling diplo-
mat and roving ambassa-
dor representing the rest of 
us ATV owners.  So, Mr. 
or Madam Ambassador 
what kind of an image and 

message will you broadcast to the 
rest of the world?  Will you make us 
proud or cause pain for everybody? 

to just be a virtual club, or to incor-
porate, or to be non-profit, or to just 
be left alone.  And why are all these 
new “Friends” type 
groups popping up 
around the country?  
Where does one 
start? 
 
I hope in this short 
article to give you 
some high lights of 
what I’m learning 
from Boards, clubs 
and bureaucracies 
around the USA.   I 

People are getting tired of slow mov-
ing bureaucracies in government.  
Tolerance for waiting in line, on-hold 
phone numbers, being told, “I’ll get 
back to you,” press one for this or 
that language, and other such bureau-
cratic behavior is at an all time low in 
my experience.  This applies as well 
to our recreational clubs and organi-
zations.  We want change.  We want 
something different.  And we want it 
now! 
 
Nowhere is this more prevalent than 
in starting a new club or organization.  
I hear often the questions of whether 

hope also to help you avoid becom-
ing a bumbling bureaucracy that we 
all dread – the never-get-anything-

done kind --  unless we’re 
going to form a committee 
and study the issue for a few 
years.   And if you’re a part 
of one, perhaps you can find 
some help here for getting 
out from under the bumble 
and back to business! 
 
First, we need to accept the 
fact that we need large or-
ganizations on our side in 
motorized recreation.  And 

Of Boards and Bureaucracies 
And Why So Many Friends Type Groups Are Cropping Up... by Del Albright 

Stupid Hurts... 
All of us! 

Stupid Hurts Everybody – an Editorial by Tom Glass 

Del Albright is a BlueRibbon 
Ambassador and tireless ad-
vocate of responsible access. 
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yes, these large groups need to be 
somewhat bureaucratic.  Folks like 
the BlueRibbon Coalition have the 
clout and credibility to be our voice 
(and legal team) at the national level.  
They are doing it right.   They have 
policies, procedures,   By Laws and 
Articles of Incorporation -- rules of 
the road, shall we say.  Ok, so be it.  
But we need them, and BlueRibbon 
serves us quite well as a 
“bureaucracy.”  There are other 
groups/clubs around the country that 

do not do so well.  
These first paragraphs are a teaser.  
For the rest of this very informative 
and useful article click on: www.
delalbright.com/Articles/
boards_bureaucracies.
html#anchormore 
 
The BlueRibbon Coalition is a na-
tional recreation group that champi-
ons responsible use of public and pri-
vate lands, and encourages individual 

environmental stewardship. It repre-
sents over 10,000 individual mem-
bers and 1,100 organization and busi-
ness members, for a combined total 
of over 600,000 recreationists nation-
wide.  Call 1-800-258-3742 and visit 
BRC online at  www.sharetrails.org.  
This article is copyrighted by Del Al-
bright (www.delalbright.com) and 
may be used by permission only. 

Directors at Large 
Area 1 (Coeur d'Alene/Sandpoint/Wallace) - Jim Axtell 
Area 2 (Moscow/Lewiston/Grangeville/Whitebird) - Pending election 
Area 3 (McCall/Boise/Nampa/Caldwell) - Pending election 
Area 4 (Salmon/Challis/Stanley) - Pending election 
Area 5 (Twin Falls/Burley/Gooding) - Fred Spence 
Area 6 (Pocatello/Idaho Falls/Island Park) - Pending election 
 

President: Clark Collins 

Secretary/Treasurer:  
  Brenda Heckman 
 
Legislation: Tom Glass 
 
Newsletter: Tom Glass, 
            Ron Stricklin 

Officers and 
Directors 

Of Boards and Bureaucracies (cont) 

Newsletter articles or Association 
questions to: 
 
Gem State ATV Association 
Attn. Tom Glass 
1810 W. State St. #108 
Boise, ID 83702 

Clark can be reached at: 
 
Clark L. Collins, President 
1643 Surprise Valley Rd. 
Pocatello, ID 83201 
brclark@sharetrails.org 
208-237-3460 or cell 251-9937 

 

Membership Applications & con-
tributions to: 
 
Gem State ATV Association 
Brenda Heckman, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 53 
White Bird, ID 83554 

Gem State ATV Association of Idaho Information 
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New Member____ Renewal Member____    Club Affiliation (If Any)_________________________________ 
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Gem State ATV Association is focused on helping create ATV clubs throughout Idaho, encouraging ATV recreation by families and practicing good sportsman-
ship and responsible use.  We strive to create safe enjoyable riding conditions for all ages.  We support environmental stewardship, rider education and proper last 
use whether public or private.   
For additional information contact Tom Glass (208) 344-9749 E-mail trg9@hotmail.com  
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Individual/Family            $10       
Club/Association            $250 
Business (Basic)            $50 
Business (Sapphire)      $100 
Business(Opal)              $250 
Business(Garnet)           $500 
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ship and responsible use.  We strive to create safe enjoyable riding conditions for all ages.  We support environmental stewardship, rider education and proper last 
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For additional information contact Tom Glass (208) 344-9749 E-mail trg9@hotmail.com  
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